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Gobierno de Gibraltar: Ministerio de Salud y Medioambiente

El Gobierno publica el Reglamento para la proteccidon del medio marino y
para la conservacion del atun

Gibraltar, 30 de octubre de 2014

En linea con el compromiso de su manifiesto electoral para regular la pesca, el submarinismo y
otras actividades marinas en Aguas Territoriales Britdnicas de Gibraltar, el Gobierno ha
publicado hoy el Reglamento de Proteccion del Medio Marino (Marine Protection
Regulations) de 2014, asi como el Reglamento de Conservacidn del Atun (Tuna Preservation
Regulations) de 2014, este ultimo con el fin especifico de regular la pesca del atun en Aguas
Territoriales Britanicas de Gibraltar. También se han publicado otras normas de habilitacién.

Estos Reglamentos forman parte de la estrategia mas amplia del Gobierno para proteger el
medio ambiente marino en Gibraltar en virtud de los marcos normativos a nivel internacional,
comunitario y regional. Ambos reglamentos constituyen instrumentos de la Ley de Proteccion
de la Naturaleza de 1991 (Nature Protection Act) y permitiran la regulacion de las actividades
de pesca que se lleven a cabo legalmente en Aguas Territoriales Britanicas de Gibraltar, tales
como la pesca deportiva con cafa y sedal desde tierra y en embarcaciones, y la pesca
submarina. También se regularan otras actividades, como la pesca deportiva, las actividades
de submarinismo recreativo, y las actividades realizadas por los operadores de buceo y los
operadores turisticos de [avistamiento de] delfines, con sujecidn a las condiciones de las clases
de permisos pertinentes incluidos en la nueva normativa. Los tipos de permiso irdn dela Aala
K. El Departamento de Medioambiente (Department of the Environment) ha publicado un
folleto informativo, tan completo como accesible, con el fin de dar a conocer al publico los
diferentes tipos de permiso y las disposiciones de ambos reglamentos.

El Departamento de Medioambiente serd la autoridad encargada de la expedicion de los
permisos contemplados en dichos reglamentos. El Reglamento de Proteccién del Medio
Marino de 2014 entrarda en vigor el 1 de enero de 2015, pero el publico general podra
descargar el formulario de solicitud de permisos y enviarlo al Departamento a partir del jueves
30 de octubre de 2014. El formulario de solicitud de permisos se puede encontrar en la web
del Departamento de Medio Ambiente (https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/department-
environment ). Se dispondra de un mostrador en el Departamento, en la entrada de Line Wall
Road a la Duke of Kent House, para atender las solicitudes de permiso y el proceso de entrega.
Ademas, también se ha publicado un folleto de identificacion de especies marinas, que estara
a disposicion de todos los solicitantes con el fin de ilustrar algunas de las especies mas
comunes de peces y moluscos que se encuentran en Gibraltar, junto con las tallas minimas
correspondientes recogidas en el Reglamento de Proteccién del Medio Marino de 2014. Entre
las otras medidas importantes incorporadas en la legislacidn, se incluyen un protocolo para
cetdceos, las zonas de fondeo prohibido, la designaciéon de Zonas de Conservacién Marina —
donde se podrdn aplicar condiciones mas estrictas para determinadas actividades— y la
capacidad para imponer campafias de pesca y cuotas anuales para las especies que necesitan
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mayor proteccidn, como el atun rojo del Atlantico (Thunnus thynnus). La temporada de veda
del atun, por ejemplo, seguira las disposiciones de la CICAA (Comisidn Internacional para la
Conservacion del Atun Atlantico) y se extendera del 15 de octubre 15 de junio.

Ambos reglamentos han sido objeto de un largo proceso de consulta, que ha abarcado una
amplia variedad de sectores, tales como biélogos marinos, pescadores de cafia y submarinistas
deportivos, pescadores a pequefia y gran escala, practicantes de pesca submarina, operadores
turisticos especializados en submarinismo y en el avistamiento de delfines y aficionados a la
pesca deportiva, entre otros.

En linea con el espiritu de cooperacion y de consulta continua, el Reglamento de Proteccidn
del Medio Marino de 2014 también prevé la creacién de un grupo de trabajo presidido por el
Ministro de Medioambiente. Este Grupo de Trabajo, que serd nombrado en las proximas
semanas, servira como una plataforma para discutir temas relevantes, tales como las
actividades de pesca sostenible en las Aguas Territoriales Britanicas de Gibraltar. También
formara parte de la iniciativa una campafa de sensibilizacién impulsada por el Departamento
de Medioambiente sobre las practicas de pesca sostenible.

En relacién a la publicacion de los Reglamentos, el Ministro de Medioambiente, John Cortés,
declaré: "Esta ha sido una tarea enorme, que ha implicado una gran dedicacién del personal
del Departamento y la colaboracién de muchas personas, para llegar a lo que actualmente
constituyen documentos legislativos viables, que logran el doble objetivo de proteger el medio
ambiente marino para las generaciones futuras al tiempo que permiten que se continde con el
ejercicio responsable de todas las actividades de una manera organizada. Permitirdn disponer
de informacién con la cual gestionar mejor nuestros recursos naturales y contribuir al proceso
en curso que permitird nuevos avances en el futuro, siempre y cuando sea el momento
adecuado. El reglamento del atin, en particular, mostrara al mundo que Gibraltar esta dando
un paso al frente para asumir sus responsabilidades internacionales y que se puede confiar en
nuestra capacidad para legislar con el fin de proteger nuestros recursos marinos en todo el
area de las Aguas Territoriales Britdnicas de Gibraltar, gran parte de la cual coincide con
nuestra Zona Especial de Conservacidn europea”.
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Nota a redactores:

Esta es una traduccidn realizada por la Oficina de Informacidn de Gibraltar. Algunas palabras
no se encuentran en el documento original y se han ailadido para mejorar el sentido de la
traduccidn. El texto valido es el original en inglés.

Para cualquier ampliacién de esta informacion, rogamos contacte con
Oficina de Informacién de Gibraltar

Miguel Vermehren, Madrid, miguel@infogibraltar.com, Tel 609 004 166
Sandra Balvin, Campo de Gibraltar, sandra@infogibraltar.com, Tel 661 547 573

Web: www.infogibraltar.com, web en inglés: www.gibraltar.gov.gi/press-office

Twitter: @InfoGibraltar
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HM GOVERNMENT OF GIBRALTAR
Ministry for Health & Environment

Joshua Hassan House

Secretary’s Lane

Gibraltar

PRESS RELEASE

No0.589/2014
Date: 30" October 2014

Government publishes Marine Protection and Tuna Preservation
Regulations

In line with Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar's manifesto commitment to
regulate fishing, diving and other marine activities in British Gibraltar Territorial
Waters (BGTW), the Government has today published the Marine Protection
Regulations 2014 as well as the Tuna Preservation Regulations 2014 with the
latter regulations specifically catering for the regulation of tuna fishing activities
in BGTW. A number of other related enabling regulations have also been
published.

The regulations form part of the wider Government strategy to protect the
marine environment in Gibraltar as required under International, European and
regional legislative frameworks. Both regulations are instruments of the Nature
Protection Act 1991. They will allow for the regulation of fishing activities that are
carried out legally in BGTW such as recreational fishing with rods and lines from
land and from vessels, as well as spearfishing. Other activities carried out by
sports fishing operators, recreational divers, diving operators and dolphin tour
operators will also be regulated subject to the conditions of the relevant permit
classes included in the new regulations. These range from permit classes A to
K. A comprehensive, yet user friendly guidance booklet has been produced by
the Department of the Environment to help inform members of the public on the
different permit classes and the specific provisions of both regulations.

The Department of the Environment will take the role of lead authority in issuing
all the necessary permits under the regulations. The Marine Protection
Regulations 2014 will become effective on the 1% January 2015, but members of
the public will be able to download the permit application form and submit it to
the Department for processing as from Thursday 30" October 2014. The permit
application form can be found online in the Department of the Environment’s
website (https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/new/department-environment). A new
counter will be specially setup at the Department, at the Line Wall Road

entrance to Duke of Kent House, to deal with the permit application and delivery

Telephone No: (350) 200 59801 (Centrex 4931); Fax No: (350) 200 76223;
Email: mhe@gibraltar.gov.gi
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process. In addition, a marine species identification booklet has also been
produced and will be made available to all applicants to highlight some of the
common fish and mollusc species found in Gibraltar along with their
corresponding minimum sizes that are now enshrined in the Marine Protection
Regulations 2014. Other significant measures incorporated into the legislation
include a cetacean protocol, no anchoring zones, the designation of Marine
Conservation Zones, where additional conditions may be applied to specific
activities, and the ability to implement designated fishing seasons and yearly
quotas for species requiring additional protection such as Atlantic Bluefin tuna
(Thunnus Thynnus). The closed season for Tuna, for example will follow the
provisions of ICCAT (the International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tuna) and run from 15 October to 15 June.

Both regulations have been subject to a lengthy consultation process
encompassing a wide variety of stakeholders, including but not limited to,
marine biologists, recreational anglers and divers, cottage and big game
fishermen, spear fishermen, diving and dolphin tour operators and sports fishing
enthusiasts.

In line with the spirit of cooperation and continued consultation, the Marine
Protection Regulations 2014 also provide for the creation of a statutory Working
Group chaired by the Minister for the Environment. This Working Group, which
will be appointed in the coming weeks, will serve as a platform to discuss
relevant issues such as sustainable fishing activities in BGTW. An awareness
campaign spearheaded by the Department of the Environment on sustainable
fishing practices will also form part of the initiative.

Commenting on the publication of the regulations, Minister for the Environment,
Dr John Cortes, said, "This has been a huge task, involving tremendous
dedication from the Department's staff and wide ranging discussion with many
people, to arrive at what are workable pieces of legislation that achieve the dual
purposes of safeguarding the marine environment for future generations while
allowing all responsible activities to continue in an organised manner. They will
provide information from which to better manage our natural resources and
inform the ongoing process to allow further developments in the future, if and
when the time is right. The tuna regulations in particular will show the world that
Gibraltar will step up to assume its international responsibilities and is well
capable of being entrusted with legislating for the protection of its marine
resources within the whole of BGTW, much of which falls within a European
Special Area of Conservation."

Telephone No: (350) 200 59801 (Centrex 4931); Fax No: (350) 200 76223;
Email: mhe@gibraltar.gov.gi
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	Castellano
	English


Marine Protection Regulations
Species Identification Booklet

This identification booklet provides an overview of the main species listed under the
Regulations together with the minimum sizes. Species marked with an asterisk (*)
denote a species in need of strict protection that are subjected to additional restrictions.

For educational purposes only. Not to be sold.

Images ©OFAO

Version 1. October 2014.





English
Name

Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(em)

Description

Amberjack

Pez de
Limon

Seriola Dumerili

32

Appearance: The back is bluish
purple, the sides yellowish and
the underside silver.
Amberjacks have a distinctive
dark band on the sides of the
head which angles from the
front of the back fin, through
the eye to the mouth. They do
not have finlets and the keel at
the base of the tails is slight and
soft. Tail fin is moon-shaped.

Habitat: Often near reefs or at
deep off-shore holds or drop-
offs. Usually in small to
moderate schools but may be
solitary.

Angler
Fish /
Monkfish

Rape

Lophius piscatorius

30

Appearance: A flat fish with
dark brown upper side and
white belly. The body
comprises a large head and
short tail. The large mouth is
lined with a row of inward
pointing teeth. Over the
mouth, from the first spine of
the dorsal fin, dangles a tiny
strip of lighter coloured skin
which it uses as a lure.

Habitat: Typically found on
muddy bottoms and is very well
camouflaged. From shallow
inshore waters to 500m.

Common
Seabass

Robalo/
lubina

Dicentrarchus labrax

36

Appearance: Back is silvery,
bluish or greenish. A large
mouthed fish with an elongated
body with a diffuse black spot
on the edge of the gills.

Habitat: On various kinds of
bottoms, also in brackish
waters and occasionally rivers.
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Annular
Bream

Sargo
amarrillo

Diplodus annularis

18

Appearance: This silvery
species is more circular in shape
compared to most breams, with
a dark band around the tail and
wide vertical, dull shading, just
behind the eye from the top of

the head to the gill covers.

Habitat: This fish frequents
coastal reefs and can be found
in small groups near sandy
bottoms or rocky reefs.
This bream is rare in the Strait
area and is often mistaken for
White Bream.

Black
Bream

Chopa

Spondyliosomacantharus

22

Appearance: Deep oval-shaped
body with a small head. Dark
greyish brown or blue back with
golden longitudinal lines.

Habitat: Live in large shoals
over muddy and sandy bottoms
in inshore waters.

Common
Sea
Bream/
Couch’s/
Red Porgy

Pargo

Pagrus pagrus

28

Appearance: Typical bream
shape with large head and
steep profile. Silvery pink, head
darker from mouth to nape.
Caudal fin is dark pink, a dusky
area often present at the
pectoral axil and the tail is
white tipped

Habitat: Inshore waters on
hard or sandy bottoms.
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Common
Dentex
Bream

Denton

Dentex dentex

30

Appearance: Young are greyish
in colour, dorsally black
spotted, pinkish at maturity and
grey-blue in the oldest
specimens, dorsal spots more
or less shaded with age. It
sports long curved canines from
which the fish gets its name.

Habitat: Inshore waters on
rocky bottoms to 200m, more
common between 15 and 50m.

Gilthead
Bream

Dorada

Sparus aurata

32

Appearance: Body oval, rather
deep and compressed. Head
curved. Colour silvery grey; a
large black blotch at start of

lateral line extending on upper

margin of gill covers where it is
edged below by a reddish area;

a golden frontal band between
eyes edged by two dark areas

(not well defined in young
individuals); dark longitudinal
lines often present on sides of

body; a dark band on dorsal fin;
fork and tips of caudal fin edged
with black.

Habitat: Common throughout
the Mediterranean. A coastal
species, inhabiting seagrass
beds, rocky and sandy bottoms
as well as in the surf zone.

Pandora’s
Bream

Breca

Pagellus erythrinus

27

Appearance: Pink Bream with
bluish flecks on its back and a
reddish spot on pectoral base
and sometimes a dark red mark
at bases of last dorsal rays.
Body oblong and upper profile
of head straight and conical
snout.

Habitat: Inshore waters, on
various bottoms (rocks, gravels,
sand, mud) to 200m
(Mediterranean).
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Red
Bream

Voraz

Pageullus bogaraveo

21

Appearance: Grey, more or
less reddish, large eyed bream
with distinctive black spot
above pectoral fin. Sometimes
small shaded dark area at
pectoral axil. Inside of mouth
orange-red. Body oblong, upper
profile of head curved. Eye
diameter longer than length of
snout.

Habitat: Common in western
Mediterranean. Inshore waters
above various bottoms (rocks,
sand, mud) to 400m
(Mediterranean).

Saddled
Bream

Doblada

Oblada melanura

22

Appearance: Body oblong in
shape, large eyes and small
mouth. A small predominantly
slatey blue or grey bream with
a broad black band at the base
of the tail surrounded by a
white ring. Fine longitudinal
dark lines along rows of scales.
All fins light.

Habitat: Common throughout
the Mediterranean. Livesin
coastal waters over vegetated
bottoms and usually close to
the surface.

Sama
Bream /
Pink
Dentex

Sama

Dentex gibbosus

32

Appearance: Picture shown is
a juvenile. Colour reddish-silver,
a little black spot behind the
back end of dorsal fin. Small
dark areas at the pectoral axil
and along the upper gill covers.
Caudal fin pink with a narrow
black margin. 3and 4" spines
are small in adults which are
also characterised by a hump
on the head.

Habitat: Inshore waters on
rocky bottoms and sand around
rocks between 20 and 220m.
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Saupe
Bream

Salema

Sarpa salpa

22

Appearance: Grey-bluish in
colour, 10-11 fine longitudinal
golden lines along rows of
scales. Short head, yellow eyes
and small mouth. Lateral line
very dark, black spot at upper
pectoral base, caudal fin dark
grey, other fins light.

Habitat: Common throughout
Mediterranean in littoral
wasters near rocks with algal
coverage and also on sandy
mud to 70m.

Sheeps
head
Bream

Sula

Diplodus puntazzo

24

Appearance: Silvery grey in
colour; with 11-13 vertical black
stripes along its sides.
Distinguishable from the white
bream because of its smaller
eyes and long pointed snout.
Very dark spot at the upper
base of pectoral fin. Hind
caudal edge dusky, other fins
greyish.

Habitat: Very common
throughout the Mediterranean.
Lives over muddy and sandy
bottoms near rocks to 150m.

Soldier
Bream

Sargo
soldado

Diplodus cervinus cervinus

24

Appearance: Strikingly
coloured bream with five or six
vertical bands of dark brown
against a cream coloured body.
Snout rather conical and lips
thick.

Habitat: Inshore waters, on
rocky bottoms (Atlantic 5-80m)
and also muddy bottoms
(Mediterranean 5-300m).
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Striped
Bream

Herrera

Lithognathus mormyrus

21

Appearance: Low oblong body
with long and pointed snout.
Silvery-grey in colour with 10 or
12 black vertical bands. Darker
dorsally, snout dark brown,
dorsal and caudal fins generally
brownish, other fins lighter.

Habitat: Lives over sandy
bottoms very close inshore.

Two
Banded
Bream

Testa negra

Diplodus vulgaris

22

Appearance: Generally grey,
brownish to greenish in colour.
The most commonly recognized

of the bream, it has two
distinctive, vertical, black
bands, one behind the eyes, the

other before the tail. It has a
large head and prominent eyes
and numerous yellow lines run

the length of its body.

Habitat and Distribution: They
live close to shore over muddy
and sandy bottoms in the
vicinity of rocks and harbour
walls.

White
Bream

Sargo

Diplodus sargus sargus

22

Appearance: This species is
very similar to the Annular Sea
Bream for which it is often
mistaken. Silvery grey in colour
with a darker snout. In this fish,
there is a black spot at the body
side of the tail joint and there
are about seven faint, dark
vertical stripes down the body
and a broad black band at the
base of the tail.

Habitat and Distribution:
Frequently seen in large shoals
and on littoral waters on rocky

bottoms and sand close to

rocks, to 50m in the
Mediterranean.
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Painted
Comber

Vaquilla

Serranus scriba

21

Appearance: During the day, it
usually has a blue spot on the
belly, which becomes even
more pronounced at night.
Grey, purplish or reddish in
colour, with 5-7 dark brown
vertical bands along its sides.
On its head it has many blue
and red blotches. Vertical fins
with red dots.

Habitat: Coastal, bottom
dwelling to about 150m, on
rocks and flowering beds.

Conger Eel

Safio

Conger conger

120

Appearance: Colour varies but
is usually grey or bluish black
with a white belly. Snake-like

body. Snout slightly prominent.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling on
rocky or sandy bottoms up to
100m.

Derbio/
Pompano

Palometa

Trachinotus ovatus

24

Appearance: A small deep-
bodied, flat sided fish with a
forked tail. Dark green along
the top and silvery below with
3-5 dark vertically elongated
blotches on its sides. Tips of
caudal fin black.

Habitat: Usually occur in
schools in the surf zone and
clear water along sandy
beaches.
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*Lesser
Spotted
Dogfish /
Rough
Hound

*Pintarroja

Scyliorhinus canicula

40

Appearance: One of the
smaller sharks. Upper body
sandy or brown, covered by
numerous small dark spots.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling over
gravelly, sandy and muddy
bottoms to about 400m in the
Mediterranean.

Dolphin
Fish /
Mahi Mahi

Dorado

Coryphaena hippurus

32

Appearance: A streamlined
deep bodied and laterally
flattened fish. The body tapers
evenly towards the forked tail
and has a very long single
dorsal fin running the whole of
its length. Its colour ranges
from dark metallic bluish black
to yellowish sides speckled with
dark spots and golden blotches.
The blunt forehead is a feature
of the fully grown adult.

Habitat: Inhabits open water
but also approaches the
coastline.

Garfish

Aguja

Belone Belone

32

Appearance: Long eel like fish
with beaked snouts. The colour
is predominantly blue grey on
the back with a silvery belly.

Habitat: Surface dwelling in
coastal waters.

Greater
Forkbeard

Molla
Bretola

Phycis blennoides

25

Appearance: A round fish with
a barbel below its chin.  Main
characteristic is its very long
and thin trailing pelvic fins.
Brownish or grey in colour, with
a black edge along its dorsal,
anal and caudal fins.

Habitat: Lives over muddy
bottoms and over rocks at
depth of 100m to 200m.
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Comb
Grouper

Verdosa

Mycteroperca rubra

40

Appearance: Long bodied.
Reddish-brown in colour, with
irregular wavy darker lines and

white blotches.

Habitat: Rocky and sandy
bottoms at 15-200m.

Dusky
Grouper

Mero

Epinephelus marginatus

40

Appearance: Robust body with
a big mouth. Reddish-brown in
colour, with scattered lighter or
white irregular areas and spots.
One long dorsal fin, rounded
tail and caudal fin has a distinct
white margin.

Habitat: Mostly on rocky
bottoms, for a preference for
rocky areas that have cracks
and caves, from the coast to
300m.

Pointed
Nose
Grouper /
Golden

Abadejo

Epinephelus fasciatus

40

Appearance: Body long and
rather narrow. Grey-brown in
colour with large specimens
having a large golden blotch on
side.

Habitat: Rocky and muddy
bottoms to around 300m.

Grunt

Besugo
Roncador

Pomadasys incisus

21

Appearance: Mouth small,
slightly oblique. Back brown in
colour with a silvery belly. Dark

blotch near the gills.

Habitat: Sandy and rocky
bottoms, from shallow water to
50m.
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Rubber
Lipped
Grunt

Borriquette

Plectorhinchus mediterraneus

21

Appearance: Mouth small,
slightly oblique. Greyish-violet
in colour with a silvery belly.

Habitat: Sandy and muddy
bottoms in depths of 10-150m.

Stripped
Grunt

Javali

Parapristipoma octolineatum

21

Appearance: Large eyes and
mouth. Colour violet-brown or
greyish with 4 pale blue
longitudinal stripes on back and
sides beginning on head.

Habitat: Shallow waters from
the shoreline to about 50m on
sand or rocky bottoms.

Red
Gurnard

Rubio Rojo

Chelidonichthys cuculus

20

Appearance: Strange looking,
tough scaled fish. Large head.
Bright red in colour on upper
body, lower body pale. Pelvic
fins are pink, pectoral and
dorsal fins are yellowish, anal
fin has a milky white base.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling on
mud, sand, gravel, crags and
rocks between 30-250m.

Tub
Gurnard

Rubio

Chelidonichthys Lucerna

20

Appearance: Strange looking,
tough scaled fish. Large head.
Pink or reddish-brown in colour,
sometimes mottled on back,
golden to white ventrally.
Outer face of pectoral fins
pinkish-violet or blue, spotted
with white or green, and light
blue or red on margins. Finger-
like pectoral fins used for
crawling along the sea bottom.

Habitat: Sand, muddy sand or
gravel bottoms from
approximately 20 to 300m.

g






English
Name

Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(cm)

Description

Streaked
Gurnard

Rubio

Trigloporus lastoviza

20

Appearance: Strange looking,

tough scaled fish. Large head.

Dorsal is red, pale ventral with

dark spots or blotches on head
and back. Pectoral fins are
greyish with large dark blue

spots. Finger-like pectoral fins

used for crawling along the sea

bottom.

Habitat: Found on rough rocky
grounds or sand and muddy
sand near rocks from the
shoreline to approximately
150m depth.

John Dory

Gallo

Zeus faber

25

Appearance: A tall, laterally
compressed fish. A large head
with big eyes and a wide
mouth. It's dorsal and pelvic
fins are elongated, the former
ending in trailing filaments.
Golden green-grey or silvery
bronze in colour, with a
prominent large yellow-edged
black spot in the centre of the
body. Membranes of spinous
anal and pelvic fins black.

Habitat: Near bottom orin
mid-water, from close inshore
down to 400m or more, mostly

at 50-150m.

*Meagre

*Corvina

Argyrosomus regius

50

Appearance: Elongated body
with a large mouth. Brownish
in colour with silver and golden
reflections. Darker on back
with a silvery belly. Fins are
greyish.

Habitat: Wide ranging and
found along the water column,
inshore and shelf waters from

approximately 15 to 200m.

Mediterra
nean
Barracuda

Espeton

Sphyraena sphyraena

21

Appearance: Long, sleek, pike-
like and sharply toothed with
the lower jaw jutting out in
front. Body is dark above and
silvery below, with no
prominent cross-bars.

Habitat: Live in the water
column of coastal, ocean and
lake waters.






English
Name

Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(cm)

Description

Flat Head
Mullet

Lisa

Mugil cephalus

35

Appearance: Broad head.
Along their backs they are
blue/green, flanks and belly
pale or silvery. Scales on back
and flanks usually streaked to
form longitudinal stripes.

Habitat: Usually inshore, live in
the water column of coastal,
ocean and lake waters but not
on or near the bottom of the
sea or the lake.

Golden
Grey
Mullet

Lisa

Liza aurata

35

Appearance: Broad head. Back
is blue/grey with flanks and
belly pale or silvery, with a
golden blotch on the gills.

Habitat: Usually inshore, live in
the water column of coastal
and ocean waters but not on or
near the bottom of the sea and
rarely moves into freshwater.

Thick
Lipped
Mullet

Lisa

Chezon labrosus

35

Appearance: Broad head.
Deep upper lip. Back is
grey/blue, flanks and belly pale
or silvery, with dark longitudinal
stripes along scale rows.

Habitat: Usually inshore, live in
the water column of coastal
and ocean waters but not on or
near the bottom of the sea.

Red
Mullet

Salmonete
de roca

Mullus surmuletus

21

Appearance: Short bodied and
large-headed fish with big eyes
and plough shaped snouts. Pair
of long barbels under the lower
jaw. Reddish, with brown
edges on the sides with three
lengthwise yellow bands. The
first dorsal fin is yellowish with
dark markings mainly on the
upper part of the fin
membrane.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling on
rough, muddy and sandy
bottoms.

\






English
Name

Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(cm)

Description

Striped
red mullet

Salmonete
de fango

Mullus barbatus barbatus

21

Appearance: Almost vertical
snout. Bands are almost absent
despite its name.

Habitat: Muddy and sandy
bottoms inshore.

Common
Octopus

Pulpo

Octopus vulgaris

1.5kg

Appearance: Domed body
surrounded by eight long
tentacles bearing a double row
of powerful suckers. Octopus’
have large eyes and a hard
beak, with its mouth at the
centre point of the arms. Body
colours vary, but browns and
red predominate. The skin is
smooth and has special pigment
cells that make it possible for
the octopus to blend in with its
surroundings.

Habitat: Inhabits many diverse

regions of the ocean, including

coral reefs, pelagic waters, and
the ocean floor.

Picarel

Lunar de
Cristo

Spicara maena

19

Appearance: A distinctive small
fish. Is silvery in colour with a
turquoise top to its flanks and

has a distinctive dark blotch
midway down its lateral line.

Habitat: Sea grass, rocks and
mud down to about 100m.

Puffer Fish

Pez Globo

Lagocephalus lagocephalus

20

Appearance: Bluish grey above
and white below.

Habitat: Pelagic, not far from
coasts.






English
Name

Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(cm)

Description

Thornback
Ray

Raya de
clavos

Raja clavata

2kg

Appearance: A common species
that gets its name from a
number of hook-like scales on
its back. Blotchy brown in
colour and can reach up to 90-
100cm in length.

Habitat: Prefers sandy/muddy
bottoms. Feeds on all kinds of
bottom animals with a
preference for crustaceans.
Generally found in 1-300m
depth.

Brown Ray

Raya de
espejos

Raja miraletus

2kg

Appearance: Smaller than the
thornback (max. length 60cm)
and apart from the lighter
sandy colour has a darker spot
on its back at the centre of each
wing flap.

Habitat: Prefers sandy/muddy
bottoms. Feeds on all kinds of
bottom animals with a
preference for crustaceans.
Generally found in 1-300m
depth.

Scabbard
Fish

Pez Sable

Lepidopus caudatus

52

Appearance: Very long bodied
fish, bright silver in colour with
large eyes and wide mouth.
The small tail is deeply forked.

Habitat: Live throughout the
water column, frequents deep
waters.

gt 11T
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Scorpion
Fish

Rascasio

Scorpaena porcus

22

Appearance: Large head, short
brown rock fish marbled with
darker bands and patches.
Some of the dorsal spines are
poisonous. Three vertical
bands on caudal fin.

Habitat: Lives in rocky and
weedy areas in inshore waters.
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Spanish
Name

Scientific
Name

Min. Size
(cm)

Description

Greater
Scorpion
Fish

Capon

Scorpaeana scrofa

22

Appearance: Large headed
rock fish. Colour variable from
brick red to light pink with dark
mottling or blotches, fins
blotched with brown. Black
spot on dorsal fin.

Habitat: Rocky, sandy or
muddy bottoms from 20 to
200m.

*Spurdog

*Mielga

Squalus acanthias (L.)

40

Appearance: Crescent shaped
mouth, sharp teeth, long body,
powerful tail and triangular
dorsal fins. Colour gray above,
white below, usually with
conspicuous white spots
present on sides of body.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling on
soft bottoms from 10m to
approximately 200m, rarely to
950m.

Stargazer

Rata

Uranoscopus scaber

20

Appearance: Small eyes on top
of its head, upward pointing
mouth. The first dorsal fin is
short and almost black. Back

and sides are greyish-brown in
colour, speckled with spots,

belly is yellowish-white.

Habitat: Bottom dwelling on
sandy or muddy bottoms,
burrowing in the sediment.

Trigger
Fish

Pez
Escopeta

Balistes capricus

28

Appearance: A tall and laterally
compressed fish, with a small
round mouth and eyes. Slate

grey in colour. Three faint
irregular broad dark bars on
body; a narrow pale transverse
band on chin; small light blue
spots on upper half of body.

Habitat: Inhabits bays,
harbours, lagoons, and seaward
reefs.
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Name

Scientific
Name
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(em)
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*Bluefin
Tuna

*Atun Rojo

Thunnus thynnus

40kg

Appearance: Large species,
deepest near middle of first
dorsal fin base. Second dorsal
fin higher than first dorsal;
pectoral fins are very short,
never reaching the interspace
between the dorsal fins. Lower
sides and belly silvery white
with colourless transverse lines
alternated with rows of
colourless dots; first dorsal fin
yellow or bluish; the second
reddish-brown; anal fin and
finlets dusky yellow edged with
black.

Habitat: Usually oceanic but
seasonally coming close to
shore.

Turbot

Rodaballo

Scopthalmus maximus

30

Appearance: A flat fish, body
almost circular and rather thick.
The top side is coloured brown

or light yellow, mottled with
specks of darker colour and
white spots. The underside is
creamy white.

Habitat: Sandy and stony
bottoms down to about 70m.

Greater
Weaver

Arafia

Trachinus draco

22

Appearance: Upper parts are
greenish-brown in colour with
darker points on its head. Sides
yellowish-white, crossed with
alternating blue and yellow
lines. Eyes on top of head with
an upward pointing mouth.

Habitat: Sandy, muddy or
gravelly bottoms, from a few
metres to about 150m.

Spotted
Weaver

Arafia

Trachinus araneus

22

Appearance: Light brown/
yellow in colour. Flanks are
streaked with darker diagonal
lines and blotches merging onto
a cream white belly. Eyeson
top of head with an upward
pointing mouth. The first dorsal
fin is short and almost black
and is armed with poison
spines. At the edge of each gill
cover there is another poison
spine.

Habitat: Sandy, muddy or
gravelly bottoms, from a few
metres to about 150m.
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Name
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Name
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(cm)
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Starry
Weaver

Arafia

Trachinus radiatus

22

Appearance: Yellowish-brown
in colour with many black
blotches along its sides. Caudal
fin with some spots and dark
edge.

Habitat: Sandy, muddy or
gravelly bottoms, from a few
metres to about 150m.

Ballan
Wrasse

Bodion
tordo

Labrus bergylta

24

Appearance: Large bodied,
broad head. Very variable
colours and patterns. Body,
head and fins often brown-
reddish or reddish with
numerous small light white
spots. Some specimens are
greenish, also with white spots
or with irregular large vertical
dark stripes; some with a large
lateral white stripe.

Habitat: Close to shore, around
rocks, offshore reefs and
seaweed.

Green
Wrasse

Bodion
verde

Labrus viridis

24

Appearance: Rather elongated
body, with a pointed snout.
Rather large mouth. Body is

habitually green, belly is paler,
yellowish-greyish or silvered,

often with a large longitudinal
white stripe from snout to tail.

Habitat: Close to shore, around
rocks and seaweed.

Painted
Wrasse

Bodion
pintado

Symphodus tinca

24

Appearance: Small dark spot at
base of caudal fin and a dark
blotch just above pectoral fin.

Many darker spots on body
forming 3 or 4 indistinct
longitudinal stripes. Females
and juveniles, grey-greenish or
brownish, fading to silvery
colour on belly. Males, more
brightly coloured, pale green,
green-bluish or green-yellowish
with longitudinal rows of red
spots, upper part of head dark
blue. Fins marked, with blue,
green, red and yellow.

Habitat: Close to shore, near
rocks, mainly in eel-grass beds
(1-50m).
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Name
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Name
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Albacore*

Albacora*

Thunnus alalunga

15kg

Appearance: A faint lateral
iridescent blue band runs along
sides in live fish; first dorsal fin
deep yellow, second dorsal and

anal fins light yellow, anal
finlets dark; posterior margin of
caudal fin white.

Habitat: Oceanic.

Big-eye
tuna*

Patudo*

Thunnus obesus

40kg

Appearance: Lower sides and
belly whitish. A lateral
iridescent blue band also runs
along sides in live fish; first
dorsal fin deep yellow, second
dorsal and anal fins light yellow,
finlets bright yellow edged with
black.

Habitat: Oceanic.

Sword
Fish*

Espada*

Xiphias gladius

90cm (excluding ‘sword’)

Appearance: Body elongate
and cylindrical. Upper jaw
prolonged into a long bill, large
eyes. Two widely separate
dorsal fins in adults (continuous
in immature specimens), the
first much larger than the
second. Back and sides of body
blackish-brown, gradually
fading to light-brown on ventral
side; fin membrane of first
dorsal fin dark blackish brown;
other fins brown or blackish-
brown.

Habitat: Oceanic.
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Atlantic
Sailfish*

Aguja
voladora*

Istiophorus albicans

90cm (excluding ‘sword’)

Appearance: Can grow over
300cm in length. Characteristic
‘sail’ makes it more
distinguishable from other
billfishes. Rare.

Habitat: Oceanic

Atlantic
White
Marlin*

Marlin*

Kajikia albidus

90cm (excluding ‘sword’)

Appearance: Body is dark blue
above and silvery white below,
with brown spots on the sides
of the white portion. First
dorsal fin, which runs almost
the length of the body, is dark
blue with many black spots,
although these may fade
towards the back of the fin. Can
also grow up to 300cm.

Habitat: Oceanic

European
Hake*

Merluza*

Merlucius merlucius

25cm

Appearance: Body long and
rather slender compared with
other hake species. Colour:
steel grey on back, lighter on
sides and silvery white on belly.
Recorded up to 140 cm in
length (15kg weight).

Habitat: Usually found between
70 and 370 m depth. It lives
close to the bottom during day-
time, but moves off- bottom at
night.
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European
Lobster*

Bogavante*

Homarus gammarus

30cm (total length)

Appearance: Has two
characteristic big pincers, one
being broader than the other.

Dark blue in colour. Usually
found hidden in crevices.
Maximum total body length
about 60 cm (weight 5 or 6 kg),
large size specimens usually 23
to 50 cm.

Habitat: Found on hard
substrates such as rock or hard
mud. Territorial and nocturnal.

Spiny
lobster*

Langosta*

Palinurus elephas

25cm (total length)

Appearance: Colour is usually
orange dorsally with darker
spines and white underneath
but brown, sandy and purple
morphs may also be found.
Possesses two long antennae
and small hook-like claws.

Habitat: Found on hard
substrates such as rock or hard
mud. Nocturnal.
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Introduction

The Marine Protection Regulations 2014 provide for the regulation of fishing, diving and other marine related activities within
British Gibraltar Territorial Waters (BGTW).

The Department of the Environment is the lead authority that will manage the permitting process under these Regulations.
There are 10 different classes of permits, each subject to its own conditions.

Permits are issued by the Department of the Environment and it is an offence to try to imitate or alter them. All permits are

non-transferable and lending or allowing another person to use your permit is an offence.

The Department of the Environment may, at any time, limit the number of permits issued under any class if it is satisfied that it
is necessary in order to protect the marine environment and resources from significant harm. Similarly it may revoke or sus-
pend issued permits under certain conditions.

You must carry your permit on you at all times within BGTW and produce it when requested by a police officer or

warden. Failure to do so, or to adhere to any of the conditions of your permit will constitute an offence.





Summary of Permit Types

Class A: Fishing with longlines

Class B: Recreational fishing with rod and line
Class C: Spearfishing

Class D: Fishing competitions

Class E: Sport fishing operator

Class F: Diving

Class G: Diving operator

Class H: Dolphin tour operator

Class J: Species in need of strict protection

Class K: Tuna






Class A - Fishing with longlines

Who is allowed to fish with these?

Anyone with a Class A permit is permitted to fish with long-
lines. The permit is only for the listed owner of the vessel
and only for use from that same vessel.

Once | have a Class A permit, are there any re-
strictions on how | can fish with longlines?

The use of longlines is allowed subject to the following tech-
nical requirements:

e  Maximum hooks allowed on a long line are as follows:

Hook sizes 14-12 (max 600) or;
Hook sizes 11-8 (max 600) or;
Hook sizes 4-7 (max 300) or;
Hook sizes 3-2 (max 300).

Uy ul

® live baiting is not allowed save that this condition may
be waived in relation to certain species, such waiver
being set out in the permit itself;

e  Maximum Soak time is 12 hours;

® Long lines must use a buoy to allow specific identifica-
tion of the vessel deploying the long line;

e  Transhipment of catches between vessels is prohibited.

What is a total allowable catch and what does this mean for
me?

A total allowable catch (TAC) will be set for individual species.
This is the total catch for that species which has been
deemed sustainable by the Department of the Environment in
consultation with the Nature Conservancy Council, for any
given year. This figure will be reviewed in the light of data
collected by the Department of the Environment. Once the
TAC has been reached, no more fishing for that species will
be allowed.

How will the Authority keep track of what is being
caught?

You must keep a record of every fish caught using longlines
and report this to the Department of the Environment at the
end of each month. All catches must conform to minimum
sizes as set out in Schedule 4 of the Regulations. There is to
be no transfer of catches between vessels.

Permit application requirements

o |dentification

®  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Evidence that the applicant is 16 or over

o  Vessel documentation





Class B

Recreational fishing with rod & line

Do | need a permit to fish with recreational fishing methods
such as rods or lines?

Yes. Fishing with rods or lines from the shore or from a
vessel requires a class B permit.

Resident and non-resident permits

Residents may apply for a full Class B permit whereas non-
residents may apply for temporary Class B permits.

Full class B Permits are valid for a period of 3 years.

Temporary permits are valid for a period of 2 weeks. Upon
expiry, applicants will not be able to re-apply for a period of
3 months. A total of 20 Class B permits will be in operation
at any one point in time.

Permit application requirements

e  |dentification

®  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Evidence that the applicant is 14 or over.

e  Vessel documentation (if applicable)

Conditions

A Class B permit shall be subject to the following condi-
tions

e the maximum length of a fully assembled rod must
not exceed 5 metres;

(] no more than-

= 2 rods or lines may be used at any one time per
permit holder;

=> 6 rods or lines may be used from a vessel at any
one time

e there shall be a maximum number of 12 hooks in
total with the exception of lures save that this
condition may be waived in relation to certain
species, such waiver being set out in the permit
itself;

e all catches must conform with the minimum fish
sizes stipulated in Schedule 4;

®  such conditions as are imposed in relation to the
collection of species in need of special protection
measures pursuant to regulation 5;

®  no more than 2 electric reels shall be allowed;

e a record of fish caught or taken shall be kept by
the permit holder and made available for inspec-
tion by the Authority on request.

e fishing in the hatched areas demarcated within the
Marine Conservation Zones is prohibited (see no
fishing zones overleaf).
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Class C - Spearfishing

Anyone with a Class C permit is allowed to fish with
spearfishing equipment. There are strict conditions and
requirements on these permits as set out below.

Resident and non-resident permits

Residents may apply for a full Class C permit whereas
non-residents may apply for temporary Class C permits.

Full class C Permits are valid for a period of 3 years.
Temporary permits are valid for a period of 2 weeks.
Upon expiry, applicants will not be able to re-apply for a
period of 3 months. A total of 5 temporary Class B per-
mits will be in operation at any one point in time.
Conditions

If you are carrying out spearfishing you must use a de-
marcation buoy and you are not allowed to use breath-
ing apparatus.

Spearfishing is not allowed between sunset and sunrise.

Spearfishing is not allowed in public beaches from the
15th April to the 15th October.

Fishing in the hatched area within the Rosia Marine
Conservation Zone is prohibited.

Permit application requirements

Class C permits will only be issued upon receipt of:

e |dentification
®  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)

e  Evidence of a valid medical certificate and insur-
ance cover.

e  Evidence that the applicant is 16 or over.
o  Vessel documentation (if applicable).

Class D - Fishing Competitions

Bonafide fishing competitions may be allowed within
BGTW subject to the entity being in possession of a
Class D permit. Proof of affiliation to a local fishing
club is required when applying for a fishing competi-
tion.

Permit application requirements

Class D permits will be issued on a case-by-case
basis. Evidence of affiliation to a local fishing is a
requirement along with any other details requested
by the Department of the Environment





Class E - Sports fishing operator

Do | need a permit to be a sports fishing
operator?

Yes. Sports fishing operators will require a Class E
permit in order to continue their business within British
Gibraltar Territorial Waters.

In order to obtain a Class E permit you must
demonstrate to the Department of the Environment that
you have registered under Gibraltar law to provide such
services.

Permit application requirements

® |[dentification

e  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Vessel documentation

®  Insurance

e  Trade license

e  Tax documentation

e  Employee details (if applicable)

Class F - Diving Permit

Do | need a permit to go diving?

Yes. Diving within BGTW is only allowed when in  pos-
session of a Class G permit or under the license of a
diving operator.

A full Class F permit will only be issued upon proof of
residency in Gibraltar or proof of affiliation to a local div-
ing club.

Temporary permits are valid for a period of 14 days.

Permit application requirements

e  |dentification

®  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Vessel documentation (if applicable)

® Insurance

®  Medical certificate

e  Qualifications






Class G - Dive Operators

Do | need a permit to operate a diving business?

Yes. Dive operators will require a Class G permit in order to
continue operating their business within British Gibraltar
Territorial Waters.

In order to obtain a Class E permit you must demonstrate to
the Department of the Environment that you have registered
under Gibraltar law to provide such services.

Permit application requirements

e [dentification

e  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Vessel documentation

®  Insurance

®  Qualifications

e  Trade license

e  Tax documentation

e  Employee details (if applicable)

Class H - Dolphin tour operators

Dolphin tour operators require a Class H permit to
conduct their business within British Gibraltar Territorial
Waters.

In order to obtain a Class H permit you must demon-
strate that you are registered under Gibraltar law for this
purpose and that you nave the necessary experience
and equipment to carry out this activity.

Permits may include conditions relating to the manner in
which the business is operated, the records that need to
be maintained, the personnel involved, health & safety
and insurance requirements.

Dolphin Tour operators should also familiarise them-
selves with the Cetacean Protocol set out in Marine
Protection Regulations 2014.





Class | - Species in need of strict protection

The following species listed in Schedule 2 are subject to additional protection measures and require a Class J permit:

Xiphias gladius (Swordfish)

Makaira spp. (Marlins)

Tetrapturus spp. (Spearfish)

Istiophorus albicans (Atlantic Sailfish)
Merlucius meriucius (European Hake)
Scyliorhinus caniculus (Lesser spotted dogfish)
Squalus acanthias (Spurdog)

Argyrosomus regius (L.)  (Meagre)

Homarus gammarus (European Lobster)
Palinurus spp. (Lobster spp.)

The daily catch, retention on board, or landing of more than one specimen or more than one species listed in Schedule 2 is prohib-
ited unless it is specifically permitted under the terms of a permit issued under the Marine Protection Regulations.

Class J Permits may only be issued to applicants who qualify for a full Class A, B and C permit.

Additional species may be afforded protection by notice.






Class K - Tuna Permit

Anyone with a Class K permit is allowed to fish for tuna
species listed in Schedule 1 of the Tuna Preservation
Regulations 2014. There are strict conditions and re-
quirements on these permits as set out below.

Permit application requirements

e  |dentification

e  Proof of residency

e  Photograph (compliant with passport standards)
e  Evidence that the applicant is 16 or over

®  Vessel documentation

Open/Closed season and Total allowable
catch (TAC)

The open season for tuna fishing commences
on the 15th June and runs through to the 15th
October unless the season is closed as a re-
sult of the Total Allowable Catch being
reached.

Conditions applicable to all tuna fishing permits

e  Only 1 tuna may be landed per day and that tuna
must conform to the minimum weight fork length set
out in Schedule 1 of the Tuna Preservation Regula-
tions 2014;

e  Only 1 tuna may be retained aboard a vessel at any
one time;

e  No more than—

= 2 rods or lines may be used per person at any one
time;

= 6 rods or lines may be used from the vessel at any
one time;

= 1 lure may be used on a rod or line;

® In addition to the holder of a tuna fishing permit a
maximum of 2 other persons may fish for tuna
aboard a vessel;

e  The permit holder must make a declaration to the
Department of the Environment in the form provided
in Schedule 2 of the Tuna Preservation Regulations
2014 on each occasion that a tuna is landed in Gi-
braltar;

e  Tuna caught by a permit holder may not be tran-
shipped to any other vessel;

®  The permit holder must carry the permit at all times
when fishing.
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